
gamze forces to Brve durmg the war" "etsbmeB every
gute officer in all the aeptment Fxeoutivo, Legislative
atd Judicial," for Corgress expressly exempt! from itTUB WILMINGTON JOURNAL.

Admiral Porttr'a official d!spatchi Bay thatoaught above the falls at Alfxandii he been ret,.
means of the dam, which enabled th yesaels to pVi

Gold ia New York was qaoted at 162.

Sherman, tb Balder.
Sckrmak is a great raider. He has hardly shown

himself to be anj thing more. But what a terrible raid

he ia making in Northern Georgia !' It is true that ia

all he can do, but he will do that effectually. ..

Atlanta is 138 miles from Chattanooga, the base of

Wood baa for a long time been an important item
in this rnf rke, and sellers have in many instances re

fused to dispose ol tteir flat lead?, unless they cculd

have them measured on hoard before being removed.

We have had Eome experience in this manner of bay-

ing wood, and as a general rule we are satisfied we have

never received full measure.
We mention this ma iter lor ihe purpoe of calling

the atttention of all wood buyers, cs-w- as sellers, to
the propriety cf making a change ia the mode of bay

i But it was against EweJl, who held the right of the origi
nl line, that Grant expended his greatest efforts and made
bia moat desperae assaults. avuK 8.uu loomoia in
the argle or centre of Ewell's position, he brought up Hn
after line and hurled it with tremendous violence, at on
time agnntt Rhodes, at another gainst uortnn, and then
agftiDBt both. Wilcox was brought up and placed on G

left, and Wofford and Humphreys, of Kershaw's dl
visions, and Jenki s" brigade, of PieTas, AdM-eon'- s corps,
wore tent to the assistance of Rhodes. Additional batte-
ries were sent ia tbe same direction. Heth went to the
right, acd all of Anderson's old division bat Wright fePow-e- d

him- - And thus the whirling, remorseless maelstrom
drew everything into ita angry v ertex. The enemy .exhib-
ited a courage and resolution worthy of a better came ;

Grant seemed to have breithed into bis troops somewhat
of Ma own spirit and indmitabli energy. Bat if tbe Fed-
erals fought well the Confederates fought better. Frott
ear'y dawn until far in the afternoon, with steady
hands and unblanched cheeks, they faced the
le dan hail that was rained upoa them without intermis-
sion. At some points, the two armies fought on opposite
sidfs of the entrenchments the distance between thm not
being more thtn the length of their muskets. Again aoc
again would Grant marshal his men for tte onset, atd right
valiantly did they respond ; bnt as often as they returned
to the assault so often were they repulsed, as if they bad
rushed against a wall cf iron. At no point of the line, and
at no time during tbe long andterrib'e and exhausting con-
flict, did tbe herofc children of tbe South filter or waver
for one moment. Each man knew thai he was fighting the
bat'lo fcr the posieasion of Richmond the baHle, indecd,
for the independence of the Confederate tates and the
thought of jiiMing to the foe never once entered his mind.

Duripg one of the assau'ts, Gordon icflicted very heavy
loss upon the enemy by moving around and stiiking the
assaulting column ii flnk. The enemy was thrown into
great confusion, ani retired rapidly to tte rear, lsavicg
many dead and wounded on the ground.
The meat important movement against the enf ray's flir k.

however, was executed by Mahono'fl and Lane's brigades
on thext'erce light, ucder the direction of Gan farly.
The expedition was intended to operate, not againBt the
flnk of the essaultisg column, but against the fUok cf the
Federal army, and thus afford relief to enr cen-.r- and left
wing, both ot which were hard pressed. The two brigades
weie placed under comrcat-- of W&bo?e who passed aronud
to tte Fredericksburg read, and was about to
engage the enemy, when he met the latter com-
ing cut, proWab'y to t&ke us in flink. An engage-
ment euened immediately, an i reuUed 111 e defeat of the
enemy, who reri-e- d baofe to ti e maiu airy, where corsid
erable commotion was produced by the liesh dinner witb
which it was threatened. A di skm operating egairs'
our left, sni poscd to belong to Burc8'd'.'8 crps, was with-
drawn ar.d acrf.sa tbe 2;?ld to check Wa-bot-- o.

Jyt before it reached the ecene o aci'ou, it came
within full view of Ponce's and Peyiam s uis, acd not
more ths 1,200 yarda distant. Twelre pirccs were brought
to bear upoa it ia less tinje than it reqai es t describe
thin brilliant epiecde in tbe fca'tie. Tt:e enorry sood
ihtirgtcnr.d for a th-- n etagcrered bc&, acd ally

broke iu the wildest disorder. What with Mabone's
5re in front iid rynks, their lo3i wf;severe. This muve.
merit afliidtd ir relief to cur ltft, und from
'his tine tbe arsauits cf h eretrrv grew more aud more
fseblo a!cr.? ilr whole hue, and finally thi-- cet sad alto-
gether, at 2 p. m.

Fise is FfiTEiiPBuaa. We regret to learn from th2

Petersburg papers that a pretty extensive fire broke

out there ou Tuesday morning, resulting in the destruc
tion ef Lykch, Aiken & Co.' Snuff Factory, Mr. Bag
by's Carpenter Shop, Mes3is. Lvxca & Co. 'a Mills,
and AfcJ?sr8. Cogbili. & Co.'s exteutdva mills. The less

must have been heavy.

An officer writing (rem Lee's army to tbe .Richmond

Sentinel, f pi eking of the recent battles in Virginia,
says that the principal deveh peinent which they hive
maae, S3 lar a3 tiRANX a tactics are onceriitu,
is hta utter disregard of the lives of his men. He maS3fs

and af facts enema!! fronts, F.nd in consequence nearly

every bull fkd3 its maa. General Lee seems to have

perfectly understood'h's nature from the first, and de

termined to let him charge.

We regret to notice the death of Captain S. L.

Hammond, of the FiUtaw regiment, (25lh S. O,) who

fell in cne of the battles cn the ecuihside of Richmond
Captuin Hammond was in our office a few weeks sir.ee

when bia regiment passed through here, and contributed
to cur rap,er some very musical verse3 under tbe nom

de plume cf " Willie WildwcocV He was fall of life

and eager for tbe fray.

The Mississippi, is said to mean the Father of

Watew. The frani-Mississip- has got to De regard
ed a3 lb. ? Father of Lies.

TELEG-KAPHI- C

Reports cf tbe Press AssoclHtlun.

Entered according to the Act of Congress, in th year 18fi3

bv J. 8. THBisflsa. in the Clerk's Oflioe of the D strict
Court of the Confederate States for the Northern District
of Georgia.

FEOAI GEN. LEE'S ARMY.
Ashland, Va., May 27th, 1PG4.

The advices from the front are that tbe enemy have
the North Anna, anJ are aiaia on the move in the

directior (it of our right. The enemy are eaid
tohivemade aneSortibis morning to burn the bridge
over the North Anna, on tho Telegraph road, bat were
foiled. There was eome fakirtaishinar this morning, and als
florce" between ten and twelve o'clock last eight, but it
amounted to nothing.

LEE'd ARMY.MOVJNG.
Asblad, May 27U), 1P64.

Onr army is mrving rapidly on lines, almost parallel
with the route wh'ch Grant is following. At 12 o'clock a
heavy forco ot the en;?m? had appeared at Harover C H..
and were pressing our cavalry back ar. that poiat. Two
prisoners just brouaht in, belonging to the six'h corps, say
their command received orders jesterday to march to the
White House.

GRANT. ADVANCING.
Richm kd, Va., Kay 27th, 18G4.

Official information has ('en received of the advance
crossing the Pumunky at Hanover town this

morning, and ineving in thi3 direction.

FROM GEN. JOHNSTON'S ARMY FIGHTIY3 GO-

ING ON.
Atkanta, May 27th, 1864. "

Our advance came up with the enemy at Nov Hope,
four ri!es east of Da'Ias, at noon on Wednesday. Gen.
Hood's corps was first ia tho fight. Parts of two Divi-

sions, Btevenscn's aul Bindmnn's only, were engaged.
We had but one line of battle. The enemy charged twice
and were handsomely repulsed.

A private note f'om Gen. Johrstpn's 1 cadquarters. re-

ceived on jeeterday, Bays that the affair on edrjcsdAv
afternoon was handsome. We are havirg a renewal th's
morning. During the, day the firing wsb oontined, and
evidently recediug from us, and few guna were heard
this morning, apparently at a still greater distarce.

Gen. ( nmiuu g ia eev rdy wounded in the breast and
arm, and Gen. '"ur army wts moving
up to the field yesterday niLr.iiijg (26 h) in ace conaition.

LATER FROM. GEN JOHNt-TON- ARMY.
Ai lanta, Oa.., Way 27ch, 1?S4.

Press letters from the rwporter on the &cSd pay that th1
operations of jeetirdxy werecorfiaed to Kkitroishing ard
the ecemy feeling for our position. Our righ' Teits on the
rtoad from Ack worth to Dallas, three miles Northeast from
NeiEhope Church, and extends from tfte latter poinc ne arl
West. The nsovtmeiit of the eremy continue to tztend
o wards our right, indicaiiug a diepjmition to get rear

Etowah Rier nd Bridge. Firirg aa heard early this
raoraing, but it died away ih'a tvouiig

ARRIVAL CF FLAG OF TBUCE BOAT.
1 icbkcko. V., v;ay 27th, 1864. .

The flag of trnco steamer :ew York anivtd at Aikecs
lar-dir- iastnibt, britg ng fix ofncVrs and the daegnter
of eeti. I ee. Diapatchea to Commissioner uoM Btat- - that
several transports wiih troops cama up behind the flg of

CONFEDERATE CO.GCE.
I.ichmond, Va.. a? ay 27th,

The yent unanimons'y co.-curr- ed in the joint le 0 ud r
from the House declariiig that in &o t v&ot wi.l this Gov-
ernment consent to the division or dismt n berme. t of the
8tate of Virginia, but. wl Etaiiitatti her juiiadictiau aiid
8 jverignty ever tl e utmost limita of bar aBCieift btucdarieB,at any and everv cost.

In the Houpe nnmerous bills and rrsolutiona were intro-
duced at,d referred Mr. Foote's resoiutiun of enquiry into
the expediency of declarirg that the public v cilare de- -
uxauua iiio removal oi me secretary of. lbe Treasury az.u
the appointment of an individual of financial aoility, which
was considered and pcsipoLed uimi The tax
bill was farther dhcussed,

YANKEE NEWS.
EicemoM), Va., May 27th, 18U.

The New York Herald of the 24th int. has been received.
Stanton's diBpatch to Gen. Dix, dated tbe 23 J saj s : Maoy
thousand veteran troopahave been sent to Grant. Up-war- dj

of twenty thousand sick and wocmied hive been
transparted from the battlefield to Washington. Over
8,C03 Briaorers have arrived at the prison depots. The
army of the Potomac is now fully as strong in numbers,
and better equipped.than when the campaign opened. The
New York World and Journal of Commerce have been sap-press-

by military authority.
A resolution censuring the suppression of the press was

introduced la the House of Representatives; objection
being maae, a mouon losuspena me rules was rejected by
iwemy-fiv- e majority. The House adonted a resolution to
adiourn on the 6th of June. Mr. Davia nf Marlaad. of
fered a resolution which was unanimously adopted, asking
the President to communicate if anv explanation had been
gives to France, bearing on the resolution in reference to
Mexico, which unanimouily passed the House on the 4th of
April, a ho preamDie quotes the statements 01 me juoui
teur that satiafactorj had been received bj
tha Freuch goYerimiat. '

provisions tbe?e vry officials, besides, all others whom tbe
Governor of any State reay certify to be necessary in the
administration of the State government, wniie "e

of the cotscrip'ion acts ha been affirmed by
the Snpreme Courts of almost every 8tate in the Confede-
racy, it his been denied by no single one, and he is of
opinion that at this time, while our enemies are seeking to
Knhinaate and rn:n na bv sheer force cf numbers, ihat the
oraatiz vtioa of a reserve force composed of those b;t eea
17 and 18, and 45 ard 50 years or age, waa eminently ne
reaftaxv. nif ai it exnedient.

He therefore respecfally eabmits that, ia any event, the
fionstitmionaliti; of the act to suspend the priv lege of the
writ of habeas corpus is a qaetion purely far the courts.
Wfr sit hre as Legiu'ators, not as Judges. Let oar Soprerue
Conrt decide ; it is tts province, not 00 rs ; and any formal
judgment of this Legislature opon that point is an assump-
tion cf iiower mmn ita Dart, is a deDariure from the exer--

ci of its legitimate functions, and in the words of one of
the resnjntioniv "violates the fundamental maxim or repno-lica- n

ccvernmpnt. which rrauires a seDaration of the de
partments of power.." Nor does he deem it incumbent
op'.-- this body, especially at a time like the present, to
express Dy leg siaiive cction any opinion as to me proynetj
or expediency of the passaee of this act. It was passed
hv our representatives in Cotsrress. who were the sole
iiHtfP of its r.ecetsitv. and it was rassed bv them, as they
stated, upoa inicrmation laid before them cf conditions of
public danger wu;ch retderea their action emiaemiy rv

and Drooer. If its ODeration were confined to our
own State oiilv, wo might justified in the expression of
aa opinion Jas to its expeaietcy. Hut its operation is co-

extensive with the limits ol tho Confederacy. How are.we
to know what conditions of danger existed in Louisiana,
TenF.esiee, or elsewhere ? Do we even know the condition
of danger in cur own btate, upon wh ch Congress may
havA been thnronzhlv and accurately informed? How then
canwe, in fgeoracc j cf the facts and causes upon which
this legit laticn was based, cecjare it to cave &een inexpe
diert and imorooer ?

FiiisJly. the uiiderun;d, thongh favoring the doctrine
of a fctnet couitrnction of the constitution, and zea'ou? id
his devotion to the lights and sovereignty of the State's, is

able, uia. fr present circumstances, to loreeee tne rnaoi
fold datg-r-- i and petils atHnoing a temporary tut pension
of the ptivilege of ti e writ t naoeas corpus, so grapm-Cili- y

pcrtiayed in the resolutions referred 10. He has e--t

ti-- corfide'-c- in the ability. wisd m , federation and
patrioiifc-- of onr Execut-ve- the President cf the Confed-
erate State a, ar.d does not b?Heve that the powrr conferr-
ed upon hirn by tbe act in qnestion will be wisided by
him to individual epr rusMon or oihstwise than for the

peace, safety and honor ol these Confederate
States. .

He trerefore repr-- fully recoramenda the adoption 01

ih3 folio's-i- resolution.
Ali ot which a reepec ruiiy Eunmittea.

ELI W. HALL.

RESOLUTION isCCOMPANYLVG THB I SO KIT Y RF7
PORT hBVbi TPE JOINT SELECT COMMITlEal O?
FAEEAS CORPUS.
Rtsolvei, That in the present critical juncture of our

aHairs. it is inexpedient lor trie Lieeiuatcro or orsa caro- -
1 na to f xpre.s acy opinion cpou the recent legislation o7
'ooDarcss tocehinsr the Euspeuuiou of the privilege of the
writ, of habeas cwpai.

Oa Wednesday he question came up upon the re3o-utio- n

reported by Mr. Hall, by way of amendment to
or eubaiiiute for the resolutions reported by the majori
ty of the coarnittee cn the habeas corpus question.

The Senate was addres3f d by Mr. EIall ia favour of

he minority resolution acd by Mr. Wakren, of Beau
fort, against it. Mr. Brown ateo spoks in opposition to
the minority report.

The jeas and aya being called, the result was as fol
lows:

Yeas Messrs. Ajcocfc, Oarroway, Copeland, Dicfeson
Ellis, Eaison, Hal!, fl anissf Franklin, Hofe-e-

, Holenaan.
Lindsay, Outlaw, PitehforAf Poweli, Slmoson, fcmith, or
Aesod, acd Young 17.

Nays Messts. A'1ar:a, of Davidson, Adams, ot txamord.
Arendeil, Bagiey, Berry, R cuaf,, Bnyden, 15 rown, Harris,
of Ruthfiford, Jo;ea, Le?si:er, Leitcn, Mattnews, aurrui,
Weal, Pattor, Patrick. Sanders, Sharpe, Slaughter, Smi h,
of Stanly, Taylor, of Chatham, Warren, Whitford, Wig- -

gits, Wooley, and Wright 2S.

Ia theyfterooon session the qusstioa arose on adopt
ing the report of tte majority. The whole matter was

postponed until next day, (Thursday,) when, no doubt,
the thiog wa3 "put through."

In the House the majority report wa3 adopted by a
vote of Go to rs.

The Battle of tbe 13th.
So much interest has brta expressed in reference to

the tJetaite cf the great battle of Thursday, the 12th
instant, iD iront of Spottfjlvania Court Mouse, (called
by tLe Richmond correspondent of the London Times
the battle of the Ny, from the name of a email stream
near which it was fought,) that we have concluded,
even at this bite do.y to give the account furDiebed to
the Richmond Di?patch by P. V. A., the well-know- n

newspaper correspondent. It is on he whole the most
satisfactory, fjr its length, of any account we have
saea :

The battla was fouajht on tfce North side of SpoVsylva-ni- a

Court House, oi the undulating ground, diversified by
Selda- - pine thickets, and patches of woods. Onr Hue ia
crescent shapd, cr perhaps it would bo more correct to
say that it is nearly in the form of a horse shoe, acd ex-
tends around the Court Hoase or village on the Worth and
Northwestern side, so f.s to ever all the approaches frcm
those quarter?. entrenchments had bean thrown up
al irg our entire front, extending from near the Shady
Grove (or Oatharpen road continued) on tho West, around
to and beyond the Fredericksburg road on the Northeast
side of the village. At one point on the right is an emi-
nence a few hundred yatda ia advance cf the general di-

rection of cur line, and ia oidc to prevent the enemy
from getting possession of it lor his artillery, a sharp angte
waB projected ko as to inclDde the hill within our entretch-ment- s.

The jfEult shows that this was an nnfortuna'e
piece cf crginecnog. Past the foot of the hill on the
North ei.le 6weji s a ravine which preeentB a crivexline
to the hill, tbe two approach rg each other like circles
thnt touch but do not cut each other. The enemy availed
himself of this ravine in his assault upon the angle, which
was the weakest point in oar lines, being considerably in
advarce of the genera! lice, and beyoi d the reach of eup-por- t

from the forces operating on the right and left.
The assaulting force hid been assembled in the ravine at

the foot of the hill, was very strong, and advanced, one re-
port ssys, ia column of regiaieots. It had rained the eve-
ning before, aud considerable fog prevailed, under cover
ot which the attack was made. One or two guns were got
into position and tired, but tbe horees attached to the ottier
pieces uere shot down befoie they could be unlimbired,
aud moHt of the canuoneers captured. Jouea' Va. brigade,

hose commander was kil'ei in the Wi derness, the Stone-
wall an 1 o'her brigades belonging to the division becom-
ing involved, er.on followed, and the last that was seen of
Gen. Johnson he wa standing a'most alone wih a musket
ia his hand, cotteBtirg the ground single-hande- d with the
mul'itudinou? foo. The brigades composing this division
are the btooewall, J. M. Walker, and Jonf a' brigides, both
ot thi S'ate, Stewart's brigade of Virginians and North
Carolinians, ana Stafford's brigade cf Louisianians. J rjea
and Stafford fell at the Wilderness ; Walker was wounded
yesterday : Stowart, and Johnoa, the commander of the
division, w ere taken prisoners, and the Colenel command--- j

mg Jonen' britfudrt a rrporttd billt'd. wi n many oihar of-

fice's. The guus lel oa the field, but wbich neither party
.a8 beeu able to move cn account of the fire of the other

-- oma 18 or i0 are eaid '0 helocg to Crenshaw's nd
Pace's bittali'jn3. 1,000 or 1,200 prinoners were lo?t at
the sama tifue.

This occurred at. a very early hour ia tbe morning. If
Jonef' Brigade hid nor iea way, it. is possible, ttnugh
not prottabie, thst J hnsrn won'd have been tibie to lania-tai- n

his prouad. He is one of the best officers ia the army,
and the nublime specUcl-- - he present' d when battlii g al ne
wi'h the enemy, though deserted by h:s !bnr.mitd, 8h( uli
excite cur a 3 miratiou rather thau provoke criticism. But
it thoild not be img;nd tht the enemy gai-ae- the hill
wiihout opposition, sudden and vigorors as his assault was.
He was received with volUy after volley, and ihe ground
was covered with his" slain; but h had massed such a
havy force upon a single exposed poini. eome distance in
advance of tho general line, and incapable cf being instan-raneouEl- y

supported, that it was ton id impoasibit to le-p- u

as i.im. It U tut just o add, too, that the euemy's
cnartre was as tpiritfd as it was succesful, and r fleets no
little credit upon his troops. Ho was axare of the weak-
ness of ths poiat from its comparative isolation, having ef-
fected a teropovary lodgmcat in the angle two days before,
and it wculd have been a wonder if he had not beea suc-
cessful, wiih tie he bad made.

The Confederates aafJVred sevarely, as they retreated
acroes the inteivening 3ao to our second line, or rather
to the line whxh extends the angle, and which may be
considered tho base of the triangle covering ihe hill Evan
this line U sumwhat in advance of the direction of the
general line. Bat the broken division did not stop hre ;
they cntina?d their retreat far to the rear Fortunately,
the gallant Gordon, commanding Early's Division, wa in
reserve, and swept to the rescue ia a manner that excited
the admiration of every beholder, including General Lee.
The enemy swarmed over the hi'l and rushed against the
linea to the rght arid left, but Khodes and Gordon and Wil
cox were there to meet them.

The battle was soon fully joined, and for nine hours itroared and hisssd and dashed over th bloody angle audalong the bristlicg entrenchments like an angry sea beat-
ing and chafing against a reck bound coast. Ihe artilleryare was the moat sustained and continuous I have everheard for " long a time, averaging thirty shots to theminute or 1,800 to the hour, for six hours. The rattle ofmusketry was not less furious and incessant. At teno cock, when the dia and uproar were at the highest, anangry storm cloud swept over the field, and thua to the

?S r JLTkD?-- mMfet that Grant's real assault, asit ved, would be launched ourright wiag, and to that point the opposing forfes gravi-tated from all parts ot the field, just as when a cloud w

iw$SZp t0,t,aud are Bwallowed n

Graut strove hard to hold us to field6Ut thi5 ceattion of forced fc? Sat pur-posa-

engaged Anderson on our left, and EariTrwho had

JiA ilt a f,0rmer' bQt ww repulsed each time
SSf t??if085 8 Diaion, Hood'sS r?lS' . formerly. ,

r.rirr P nunea mm oaca., mmau onu would an incauriDus mastifl caught upon his horna,w often a he adYanced opon bia,
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The Bltnutlon.
Bt1ow decrees the war in Virginia and Georgia J

Eeem.3 to'narrow down to the two points of Richmond

and Atlanta. We know, that General Lee cow tele-

graphs from Tajlorsville, 20 mi'ea north of Richmond,

and that bis army hclds Hicover Jnffcticn, protecting
the Virginia Central Railroad. Grakt is Euppcsed to

bav3 swung rennd to the East, and in all probability
he riust swing rcund farther to keep up communica-

tions and secure supplies. It does not seem at all im

probable thst he should abandon his present line and j

adopt a line virtually the same as that attempted dj
McClellax. A week, cr even lees will probably de-

termine this. No fears eccmto be entertained in Rich,

lnocd.
A t the date of the laat accounts from Northern Geor-

gia, the trains ran to Altooca, 40 miles North cf At.
Ian' a, atd one station South of the Etowah river.

The telegraph eaj3 that the movements looking to a se-

cure bzBa cf the army have bcea completed. Perhaps

this statement is correct.
rihe Chattahoochee river runs through Upper

Georgia in a direcihn from north-ea- st to south-weet- ,

and passes within seven miles of Atlanta, wLich it
leaves to the tcuiherst. An opinion ta3 lorg been

entertained that the great battle lot the defence of Al-

lan fa wocld b? made cn the banks of this river, to which

opinion recent movements eppear to have addsd

Btrene'h. 'iho people and press ot At!aia esorn to
fc&7 u'.coua familiarized with the idea cf our crmy

faUiog back to the Ticinity of Heir city, and of the oc-

curred c of a great ctrnsJs withis their hearing; and

the cenpf quetce i?, cs fre cf the Aflanta papers says,

that but lit tie excitement was manifested when-i-t was

announced teat our army was in a1! probability falling

back to the ecu-.- h b.-x-k cf the Cfcaitahoocheecrij
seme four cr Gve miles distant from the cty.

The CtattafcoccLee, where the railroad crosses it, is

131 mics from the Tennessee river. Should Ehebmax
get his teste scricusly involved wita Jcii.nbton s army

ia front of Atlanta, while For rest, with ten thousand
xnec ,fe!l open Lis rear ard communications, his position
would, apparently, be critical in the extreme; and at
any rate rapid retreat would become an absolute ne.

ceesity, and a Ihir g not to he effected without great leap,

if not imminent peril. Sucb, at bast, are tha Epecula-tion- s

of the Atlanta papers, especially . the Appeal
t

which is cow before U3. It is certain that Forrest is
looked or, and great results anticipated from his en.
lranca nnon the scene. Perhaps that is part of the

i
programme which 3 waited for Ly General Johnston.
Who know3 ?

Speaking cf Gercrd Johnston, the army correspon-

dent of the Montgomery Adveitiser s'atts that a few

days since, a soldier cried out to the General "Gener-

al, don't fall back any farther, wa are yetting mighty
tired." "I am not rcirtatin;," etud ifrj General, "ihe
enemy is on cur flack cr;d rear, and we must face the
foe." "Bally for jou," cried the soldier, and th-- ranks
gave their pet General thrro cheers.

Dai:?j Journal, 27ih.

'Xtit bliuatioii.
The E:chmccd papers ef Thursday ecui to agree in

the opinion that a great bal'.Ie between Lsa and Grant
ia imminent, nr.d that we roy lock for news from the
field at almost ncy mrmcnt.

Tho two nimica con-rcntc- each other ca the North
Anne, ptepared for the desperate struggle which is

considered "certain to ecsuc. There is nothiog that
would rccm to caEt any doubt upc-- j this, except that
Grant is eaid to be destroying a portion of the track
of the Fredericksburg Road in Lis rear, and moviDg

his urmy more rcucd to cur riht. 'ikl3 would seem

to indicate an intention to charge his base to the Pen
insula. Grant s vanity and pride are ahka engaged
in cjpedtien to ery charge in his programm?, so far
as to take cp the line of Lis decapitated
and lival, G. B. AJcClellax. This circumstance leads
us to thiLk that he may sti;l longer persist in his eff orts
to reach Richmond by tii j Fredericksburg route, and
thus verify the predictions of those who look for a tre-mendo- us

battle cn the line cf the Scuth Anca River.
All teem to await lie irsue of that battle with anxiety,
certainly, but without ferr for the result. The Dis-

patch, ressons to si ow that, frcm various cansts the
great numerical superiority possessed by the Yankees
at the c peeing of the campaign no longer exists. That
the enemy can lave rtceivtd f;w veteran reinforcements
to fil lup his depleted rai ks, white it Lints that Lse has
recei ved accessions, which, be they great or small, are as

good trccps, worthy to etasd sida by with any tlat to

ever drew a ramrod.

All seems to lave been quiet when our last maTIa 1 fc

Petexeturg. Ectier wes Lmmed in on the email neck
cf land between the James and Appomattox, in the
vicini ty cf Bermuda Hundreds. Some firing there wa3
between cur pickets and tie Yatkces some firicg be-twe- en

the gunboats ard our weiks at Tort Clinton, on
the Appomattox, tut nothing mote. Nothiu to dis-

pel
is

the quiet of lVtercburg cr furnish an Utra tor the all
telegrpph. The same heibj prevails in Petersburg its
that seems to exist ct Rtcbmjc 1 the consciousness of
a coming storm the CLie that the PrCSCnt Calm is ;

,

omintu3 ol tne impending kurriease. We may hear
by telegraph.

If any cn c;n racke acj thing di folic cut of the de-

spatches fr m the Southwest, we arc free to coof.ss a
that 1 e w-i- l be able to Co somelhicg ia Rttenptii:
Which v :ivc fened cureeives " perpkx?d in 1I12

cxtrerrc." is. is eo knrd to "know what to nuke of asy-thir- g

that ccr.cs t.r;n tbe otner s:d- - cf tie Mississippi,
that 1 ea ly we thick it labor in vain to attempt it. Ail
that i s certain ;s, tlat Bahjs has made a monstrous
failure, tut hr.sr.ot tern captnrtd, end that, upon the
Whole, things si-pe-- to be working wdi for U3 How
well we cancct ejcn rreiccd to gn.ea.

Daib.--, rot from which p?ace the crmL3 ef Jcu-sto- n

end Shi-mia- have b:er, and may now bain col-
lision, is in Pauluicrr county, Paulding county is cn
the Aiatcma Ike, tlat is to say, it is one oi" the Western
iier of counties, lie bnttlc-CtU- . i3 between Dallas and
Marietta, ard i?, therefore, r.rfibably about 0 mileg
Northwest cf Atlanta. Marietta is 20 miles North of
Atlanta, cn the We?riCrQ and Atfcntic Road. The
battle-fiel- d ia Wcp' pf lUnrlr-t-t m l nf f V,p rt Vn

Railroad. Msr iCtta is handsomea town, capital cf
Cobb county ccd fcaa fiIlccn LuLdred t0 tw0 thou3acd
inhabitarjt3.iJj72; Jownathis morning.

Ti. C. Legislature.
It is probable that both nous'cs Wiii agree to adjourn

early next wevk. The price cf board in Raleigh (only
$30 per ciem ) cr eomething like it to dbubt exercises
considerable kflaence in ehrterjing the ''Conservative''
efforts of the party majority who unfortunately have
got control of oar councils at this time.

As between either wicg either "sect," perhaps we
ought to say.e confess we fisd little to cheese, and
find less cause for enthusiasm daily. However, we are
notcemmittcd or pledged to any great amount of en"
thusiasm. We do, tot chocse Vancs, but we think
lam tetter than Hcldn. 37tCf dc.Q,t .

' how
ever.

We have reason to believe that General Lee's army
in Virginia is in no darger of sefferieg for want of EQp-plic-

s,

and tLat ary calculation cf the enemy based up'on the hope of ccmr ellicg him to fall back on that ac-ttu- a

t ,19 d ocnitd to disappointment.

YANKEE NEWS VIA We-;- t.

MfBtLK. ALA.. y 271b HriSpecial dispatch to tha R' gistf r 1
Sxxatobia. Mav 27th Tt.A Va

irg ton correspondent says that Butler's caiDii r. ,f'"h
y night, cacnot oe considered a. AttAt. t.-,-- 1

tiflcati i-- a on the RouthBHe of th Ttmar or ' r- -

tn f 1 t ri "

dred
PrcgcaDie. nauern loss W4a twenty-fiy- 9

Sam Medeary had.been arrested acd brought to r;
na'ti. 'jcir.

The New York TimeB' special from the 5-- rmv rSys Ua.t Oram's loss has been 1 240 killed, 11 7) r'-

ed, and 1,120 mlegintr. The stragglers of tbo whoV ?n':-i- a

estimfited at 20 COO. On the 18th the louses afrn J
10 to 100. -- 'e flai

Tae r.hieftsro Times' correspondent ofhe Uth sv B

loss in front ot Resec was 60 hilled, 3 C0J w.an.vj a,r
400 missing. Hooker was eighty wonndfd Ki t..."'1
rainful'y, Mansoa serioat-ly- , aud Wi.cox m rxYv
Kentucky provost marthil are to enrol tue netruVa
taKe thci as substitutes.
FEOM TDE BODTHWE8T-BANK- S' ARvr

DICK TAYLOR AFTER TFE YA&KSE?, tv 4
CLlhTOK, La., May 2l h, 13. 4

via Fnmmtit, ii&y 2r.tt., Ti
Banks has eacapf dfrom Alexandri; by way of

A. J. EmMi'a corps has gone up to Natchfz nd Vi ;'rs u--
,

The balance are in full retreat towards New Orl;al S)'
,.1

now at HakfLzie, on ti e Weat bank of tha river. 4

Itaj-- r GEetal L. Catiby has arrired and ai.arco,'VJ lfQ.

macd, Bask has gene to New Orleans.
It is reported, and believed to bo reli.-b'-c, tlst Lt. t;,c

Dick Taj lor is crossing the Atcnafalaya river, t wrlvc n;i

below where Basks crossed.
Backs' troops are reported, cn'gcod antlurity ;3 ;' ?very much demora'ized
Wi'hin the last six dava the bntifn'cs b'l rfjirp ti

Fcctt' comuianl bavo fired irto fivs Y.nlue ,-
i,

cripphng three seri usly. bnockirig oat the p,;
one ano drivicg t ft ihe Unuboat tut cm- - to l.rr t, e'f

The lo.--s cl life is not known. Throe shopped pi Ci.
for r . pairs.

The forcrs in thin dislrict arerapfdly ncrrnFiu'.
Scott ia ready, for any advance tho enemy m ty njj.le.

YANKEE RAIDtli FROM BHEPLKDiVn.L'c.
Goldeb jso', N. C, Way 27, P. M A spec al Jw ,m 3

to tbe fctate J.iurnil, dited K'Rton, to- - 'v. 9.vp ih
ratdiae party of Col. Riplj's Yankee '.'t val y, v, Voi

1 hurf dy lsa townri'B the Wilmington and ' l.i.u. j .,!

Road from Phspf rdjvil!e ard .ne reintrtd r.t -- ,;, ,!

mil4 Oatlow Con:ity. by one sec f f St'r'n h tP.v",,,
Attillorv aod some' Cnvalry u d-- .r Cot Bori of 'i.'9
regiment of Infat:y, 'o'. J.irkani cornit t!i c. 1
raidors were driven hak fn U in q ij :

F.t t!t- Jvnroi)
Messrs. Editors : V"hi!e we drsVe to bolnrvr- -

officials m-tn- - g's the fillaira arid i:ito?rtt oi i,r ( OT.ty,
f th bosi turan'ae, we aro BDuitti'ncH tot iy

(

plesed to rtc-'ncii- rome ot their irefAci as
common prodcce wn presume it is no nnr0'
the G.iverncrat thipped a qnmify rf nj.rcio. n .t h
it ia truo, bm etili a of eciti l.-- ue ! ?

ftteaners recency captu'ed by the ei;.'n;y, ou )vr
pesasge oat to NaBRRu, by w! in cf cur-- lie ,:.
ce was The j rzsie ts isi wl y tn- - i v rr-,- 't
don't V.uv fitf rlirg Exchange ( tich can l.e r :t a a ) .,

par with tb 8:ecie) and thereby 6. void ii- - k ot 1 ei r' 0 ...

one hund, wiilo ou tha other. lh3.t, ruuc.'i win coin K j

be left ia ihe country, tbe tfiV.t tl' vhic! ua- h ..1 .

ly be to depress thrf price cf gold in car uurktta, e j.
pa!td with cur paper cuneucy.

?ri : r.Tf,;:.
LIJ.T OP CASUW-TIK- J IM FIHT1?' (t'U:"! F.:it V

litWlAfW) N. C BATTK .)
Killed Captain J R Potts and IV ivato J li Knaa.
Wounded Seigeaat N. Tiodnlvj, hliht y ; y, Jo V

Smith, B3verely; Peivites J A Barrens, ra f u j : I .

ton, severely: H Beck'vith severely; K Mall, s 'wy i,
D Hubbard, s'ight'y ; E G u!ding, t'irioT.3 y ; vV T I' r . v,

serion3iy; Mark Pani. werio'ilv; V v w ' '."ktr, t i'it y

THK BATIXti:! NiKAIl Sli .V. P U T.
We give b. low an official dispatch fu m G ':i. .Kit'-- ;

Smish, noti'virpr the Oovercment cf t vet is c
Mansfield and Pleoeant Hi!!, on thr 8 h 'jiiu ) n c,

April last. Tbe :;ew3 of thfse viotorka hus lyr;'
known here, but it ia pratifyiug to have tn ifli.iy

statement of their extent end importance
Uead'qrs TRAN3-Mis:-i:Fir- ri D't.,

Shrevt'port, La., April 12. IbCJ.
Gen. S. Cocpev, Arfj't and Jnps'r Gcncml.

Sir I have hocor to report that the YlVr. nrn--

corps of Gen Backs' command wai ('

three mik-- a below Mansfield, Lt,on the af triicm cl

the 8th. The 18th army corps ccrning to its
was repu'.st'd with loss and in disorder.

"Reinforced by p iris of tbe 16vh and 17 th eorp, Wi

enemy in force made a stand at Pleasant II ill, a troi .

position, twenty miles below Muntfieid. O lr u&y.
attacked witb impctuosify oa the afternoon o t! 'j h.

Nigbt closed on a moa sirguicury Ftroggle, i 1 w hi
tbe enemy were worsted, aod retreatfd xiukt cover 0;

darkness, leaving their wounded on the fi Id.
From tbe best information we can obtain, On 11 n !;'

command numbered at least 35 000. of whica i!oiw
were engaged at Pleasant II i H cn the 9 h.

Our cavalry pursued to NaehitecLci. G.:n. T.v!ti:

commanded cn the fit-Id- . '

We captured 21 pieces of artillery, ever o,000
and over 200 wagons.

Our loss is Bevere over 2,000 killed and wotr.d J-- Gen.

Moulon, Cols. Beard, is' ob!e, Armt, Taj!ofir.i
Buchel among the casualties.

Providence has given ua a Eignal end glcnicu vi-

ctory.
Reepectfally,

E. KIRBY 8 MITII,
Gtnerut Uommui d .g.

From the Augusta CoDt;taiiou.ili't, 2t'.'i
Interesting Fatl Auguxln Govtriimtul Vvo.k.
We are kindly turnithed by Col. H-- with :.2

facta in regard to Government opcraticn3 ut th s

which. i3 rot contraband, ea the facts havt; j
appeared in England.

'i he works arc under tbe immediate cor.tn I cl .M j.

I. P. Girardey, tte former popular ccmuiacd r of li.f

Washington Artillery of this city,
Tbe magnificent woiks at this place wiil Ir-- be :

monument to tte skill aLd enterprise cf t'j 0.
Department, a:.d to the unwearied CLcigy cl Col.L-- i

Kains.
To thosa who know the magnitude of the f.pc-rafio;-

the ium&nse amount of., mateiial used end s
and the d Bdvaotagea undr which Co!o cl II . i s r I

Maj. Girardey have labored, it i3 co irattir tl
that the army officers gecerally sc n ai(u iVm-work- s

dees not exist here. 'I he follow ng is ti.rino-randu-

of war material supplied to cur annus linn '

Government Wcrka at Aogusta, nnd'-- r tic c--' ru: s' i

of Col. Ilaius, within tbe ppsr. two montLf, viz:
One million four huhdred thousand tma'l mm u'-tridge-

riix tfcocsand roaDd3 fixed orcmuriition (Ar. ctJ
shell attucticd to cartric'gia for tj'ld bittiiis )

Two thouaaod five huudreI Col. iluirib' p ic i;
hand gr ;Dades.

Ols thouEard five hnLdrcd rifle ftclla for fi-.- '

Fifty-Lu- r tons eight and ten inch shot aLd ELcii i-
-'f

columbiada.
O. e hundred tens cf tuppowder.
'ihree comple'e batteries c f btesi 12 paar.do.-- Nr

Icon guns, with caningts, lin.btip, (:. mis, line-- ,

eqniments, ao:mur:itiot., traveling foiucj, k .

O.m battery cf tbrte irch i.-fl-
: and haiAko :ronr.;.o

end twelve pound bronze hoi.z re.
Oae bauery cf lour tfcke pcftit.d honitz r?. 'W'

above two batteries bi-io- g compie'e at nil p,ir;'fl. ' ; "

c- - rriag's, limbers, caksons, harnts?, imaiua.ti ju
menrs,

All ot the above gnn?, except the rifi3 battf-r- (

Gcu. Morgau.) were sent to Gen. JuIls n's
has, altogether, nxrtcn conipiete ba'.urci'

brass guus, wr.ich were mainly manuiactujcJ i:i y V

part at tte Government Foandry atd .Viaciiae Vv'o: -:

and Gun Carriage Departmeht in this pi ce.

'J'be most of tntSJ latteries are com-itjpt- of the V'
tweive pound Napoleon gun", iutroviu.ed iu tho .i

of the war by tbe present Empircr of the Fre-i.c'-i ; :

these, ever eighty-five- , w&igLug in the tggtj':l r'
than nay ten?, 1 ave oeen cast at the uc-v.i- i ic.a: r
dry in tcis ciiy, rx&inly within thw pu6t vcar. J 11

same period, over five tundrtd toca of 'he fi at q 1 ;
of gunpowder have been mde at ti:e Pjvsdtr W ;

acd distributed throughout ihe CWtderucy.
In cdiition toithe ioctgouig, there li fwen an im-

mense number ot small arm curtri Jges, cariiidgt a''
fixed smmunitton, caateeDS, havtre-ack?- , horsj shu--- .

time fozea and percossion caa made attre Ar-r.al-

well as large amounts of signal rockers, purl tint,
of artillery bariiess, infantry, tfcoutremtois, &:., &:- -

manuiacmred within the past twelva months.

Ge-- . AIatt. V. Kaksomj For the irjforroa'ion f"'

tbe numerous friends ot this able and gaiidut filar i

take pleasure in eayiog that nia wound, though a p

ful one, is not bo severe as to necessitate tne ampa
tion othia arm. He was not woaudtd in tbe wrw
first reported, but a minnie ball passed through h;s h'-ar- m

several inches below the tlbjw. This ia ihe tt,irJ

woand that Gen. llaLSom has received during vn)Tt

and bow he escaped with hia life in the hue fi0-b-t 13

miracle to every one who has seen the coat that htf

wor oa that occasion.

Shebman's operations. Shoald he even get to the

front of Atlanta, he must either take it rapid'y by as

sault, or retreat more rapidly than he did from Meri-

dian, Mississippi. He can't sit down to biiege a for

tified town, leaving 138 miles of open country in his

rear to be traversed by our cavalry, breaking up bia

communications aod stopping his supplies, and this he

cannot guard against otherwiee than by detaching eoch

a force to protect his rear as will leave his main body

in advance liable to be crushed by the concentrated
force of Johkstom'8 army. As for taking Atlanta b

assault, in presence of the forces cf JoHNsrox and

Polb and in spite of its fortifications, that seems to be

out of the naestion. He may, and we think will, have

to make a retreat much more rapid than his advance

bat unless he is severely punished for his temerity, he

will at least have succeeded with comparative impu

nity ia carrying out an important part of the Yankee

programme, wbich is to weaken tbe-- Confederacy by
ravaging its country, destroying its property and ruin-

ing its agriculture. Sherman is warring against the

crops, and tbe labor of the South. So are all the Yan-

kee Generals. Such is the spirit of the war they are

waging, and Euch is the tone of the general instructions

under which they all act There is little difference be

tween the best and the worst of tbem. The people in

Norfolk find ali the Yankee commanders to be Bur
ler's. Butleiism is the system, and the original beast

hes not retained eny monopoly, so that that sobriquet

is to longer a proper name, confined to him, but ig

cq aally applicable and common to any other commander

of an invading force.

Gov. Vnnec and tbe Blockade
It will be remembered that Governor Vance opens

his last Message to the legislature of North Carolina
with a complaint that the port of Wilmington is more

efijcturly blockaded from within than without, and

that vexations rule3 are enforced go as to compel the
States to submit to the same term3 as are imposed on

private parties ; and clearances are refused, and the

gun3 of the fortifications brought to bear upon our
own vessels to compel a compliance.

Now, we desire to raise no iseue with Governor
Yanck upon this point, and have accordingly declined
to publish at least one very ably written communica-

tion upon the subject, lest it should tend to open up a
controversy that we think it desirable to avoid. It if
doe to truth, however, to say that there is a view of

the subject which has not been presented by Governor
Y.ancb, but which in our opinion, at least, completely

alters the bearing of the case.

Since the imposition of the restrictions alluded to by

the Governor, North Carolina has actually had no ?es
sets ccrning properly under the classification indicated
by th phrase " cur own vessels." She had been, we

suppose, Eole o sner of the steamship " Advance," but
had parted with a portion of her interest to private
parties, and whatever interest she now holds or has
held at any time subsequent to the imposition of the
restric lions referred to, has been and ia complicated
with that of private blockade runners, and, perhaps for
the purpose of dividing the risk, has been scattered
about in eucdry bottoms. These vessels can only be
regirded a3 joint stock enterprises, not as State ves-

sels. Ii might be convenient for private parties to en-

joy peculiar immunities by reason of this business con-

nection with the State, but it could hardly be expected
that they would be relieved from tbe restrictions to
which others were forced to submit; nor can we readily
understand how tbe State's part in any vessel could go
to sea and pursue its voyage, while that belonging to
the private trader remained in port.

Grant's X.ln and Base.
The Richmond Enquirer thinks that General Grant

will not go to the Peninsula as long as a sh&dow of
chance holds out hope from the Fredericksburg route.
The victory which McClelland would win ever his
enemies, ehould the Lt. General be forced to fall back
upon the fatal line of the little Napoleon, would be as
damaging to Lincoln as the defeat of Grant by Lee.
Therefore it is probable that Grant will make one
more desperate attempt on the line cf the Pamunkey
bifore tryicg the Peninsular route, and falling back on
West Point as a base. In the meantime, the 7th of

June and the Black Republican Convention at Balti-
more approaches. Something mu3t be done. Grant
must keep up appearances. Grant at present is about

near to a tase on the lower Rappahannock as he is
West Point on the York River, but he cculd much

more easily reach West Point without going away from
Richmond, and may be compelled to adopt that as his
base. The base at Tappahannock and Port Royal is
only a temporary arrangement which can hardly be

maintained.

Sympathy.
Ii is painful to us it is humiliating to our foes it
heart-rendin- g to the whole American continent, with
its wocdB and water-falls- , its cotton and its tobacco

f
pumpkins and its onions, its white men and its nig-

gers, to know that Earl Russell has no sympathy
With eilb.tr liPt.ublif. on nennnnt. nf thpii frpftt.mnt nfI V. w.

n' gro. Has not that high and mighty person said
so, and saan t he be behtved ? For our part we be.
lieve him implicitly. We never looked for blood from

turnip, cor supposed that genuine sympathy could be
squeezfd cut of tLat dried up and superannuated formal
Ht and Pharisee

Oat of i?MOLLKTr's charccters is represented as being
a monomaniac on the subject cf titder-wate- r. The ob-

ject ef his life was to distil a certain amount of water
J

from a tubstance from which ali water has been ex
ptlkd by combustion. He went around burning rags
to make tinder. We think he was as apt to meet with
success as any cne would be who would attempt by any
process to extract one drop of the milk of human kind
ne?s cut cf the wizened carcass and dried up soul ol the
Bdiih foreign Secretary.

TJat ia truth, policy in public matters will always
outweigh sympathy, and British policy can hardly fail
to rejoice ovr tha injuries that war, such cs that now
going on upon this continent, inflicts upon a rising and
dreaded rival. British policy 'takes little account
of tuflerirjgs wh;ch must enure to its benefit, and if Earl
Rl'ssell is personally colder and more disagreeably un
sympathising than other British statesmen, we much
doubt whether, practically, any government of that

country would pursue a different course. Where sym 4

pathy would inn counter to actual or supposed interest
we need look for no positive manifestation, although
we may now and then meet with wcrdy and plausible
expressions in words, which are only words.

Upon the whole, we supposs Earl Russell will do
a3 well, and ts much, as any other man that is he wil
do nothing that might really tend to bring the strug
gle to a satisfactory close. As for his sympathy, that
is a matter of no manner of importance and can easily
be dispensed with.

Wb see that the blockade running steamer Minnie
of three hundred tons, taken off Wilmington by the gun-
boat Connecticut, ha3 arrived at Boston.

Tee Richmond papers agree in anticipating a brief
suspension of active operations between the grand
armies north of that city. According to their views
little of stirring interest, at least no general engage-mea- t,

need be looked for daring the present wevk.

iog and sellirg, so far ss the measurement is concerned.

The inspectors or .t L ast olc of them, assure us that
it is impossible to come to a correct measurement cn
less the wood is fitft corded

We also desire to ea:l the attention of the Quarter
master here to the subject, as we are aware that most

if not all the wood bonght by the department is taken
in the bulk, without being corded, and from our expe

rience in the matter we feel satisfied the government
must be the loser of thousands of dollars ia a year by

pursuing this mck of buying and receiving

Habeas Corpus.
The Joint Select Committee to which the subject of

tbe suspension of the writ of habeas corpus was referred

by the Legislature of North Carolina has made a Ma

ioritv and Minority report. The matter was to have
been debated on Wednesday, and a spirited daoate was

looked for, as the repeal of the measure is made by the

" Conservatives " e f bu:h sects a pat measure.

A3 this is a matter of considerable interest now, and

may become of more interest hereafter, we give bo'h

reporis in fall :

MAJORITY REPORT OP JOIST SELEOT COMMITTEE
UPON THF 8UHJKCT OP TBS SUSPENSION OF
THE WfclT OK-I1ABj- CORPUS.
Tha Joint select e oicmiuee to whom were referred

much of the GtvrBor'i mrBaote aa re atea to the act of
v'orjrresa euapepdin? tBo privilej?'! ot he writ of habeas
corjms, and certain resolutions introduced in the Bcue cf
CoicmoDB upen ire Eaae eur jeci, naTe na me saaie anaer
cocaideratioD. The uacersigeea, a msj-mt- or me cm-ndtte- e,

emertain the opiuioa that the act ia tiiConMi'n-tiosft- l.

unecen6ary, and dangerous to libert?, and believe
it to be the duty of the AsembJy to protest atir:Bt
it, and to urge its repeal. They think also, . ihat it i emi-
nently proper to consider in this connection ti e leaiiiog
featnres of the " act o organ forceB to strve durirg ih
war." Tee former act loaves tu3 . personal liberty of the
citizen without suaran'fe or promotion, wh;Ie tl e lat r
asserts a general power in Locgreia which aflecfa tha frer-do- m

and sovereignty ot the c bed ot tie people,
and the very existence of rhc Stale government.

Ihe undersigned, thereiore, a-- Jeave to report rns-ac- -

companjicg re&ointioua at a Kubatitate for the reolutioos
referred to the odamittee and recommend their ptseage.

E. J. WAR KEN, thaiiu..-- .

LUGSSB UKlSaOii,
E. a WAThON.

RESOLUTIONS CON"KRNFtG CERTAIN ACTS Ol?
THS5 LATS CONG 111233 Off
STATUS,
Resolved. That while the tjoople of Korth Carolina lave

ever been and still are anxious to strengthen the adminii
tration of the Confederate tfovernrnsnt in every legiUaute
way, and to promote tho soccers of the common cause, in
order that w may h&vs a pptjedy and honorable peace,
they view wiih deep coucsra and alarm the repeated and
manifest infractions of the Constitution by the Congress cf
the Confederate Sfatee, aad this General Assembly doth,
ia their came, protect arainet eucti infractions as ot per-
nicious example and fatal tendency.

licsolved, That the aot of ihe late Congress, entitled "An
Act to suspend the privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus
ia certain cB3h," violates the fundamental maxim of re-

publican government ijrhich irqoires a separation of the
departments of power, ciothea tha fcxecutive with jadicial
fncctions which Cougreas cannot consUtu'iona'ly confer
even on the jadiciary itself, an J eots at naught the moat em-
phatic and solemn guarantees of the Constitution.

iiesoioed, That thi-Gene- Assembly, representing the
people of North Carolina, doth not consent to the sacrifice
of the vital principles of free government, in a war carried
on solely to secure and pe petaute them, and doth declare
that no " conditions of public danger," present or pro-
spective, probable or potsitie, can render the liberties of
the people incompatible with the public safety.

Resolved, That the Act of the same Corgres?, entuled
" An Act to organize forces to serve during tne war." de-

claring all white men residents of the Confederate States
between the 8ges of seventeen .and fifty to be in the misi-tar- y

eervice, embracing in its provisions every Slate office?
in all the departments, Executive, Legislative and Jadicial.
and Fubjaciug all the industrial pursui s of the ccuairy to
military supervision ar.d control, reduces the btate govern-
ments to mere provisional administrations, depeDdent on
the grace and favor oi Congress and the Executive, is de-

structive of State Boverfignty, &Dd imports an assertion ol
the power on the prt cf Congress to convert the Confede-
rate government into a consolidated military despotism.

Resolved, That this General Assembly doth therefore re.
quest our tec ator a and Representatives in Cocgn-te- s to use
tneir best endeavors to procure a repeal of tho first men-
tioned act, and such modifications of the uecend as sha'l
secure the rights, and preserve the integrity of the States
of the Confederacy.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted
to each of our Senators and liepresentatives ia Congress.

MINOBITY REPORT UPON THR SUBJECT op TFIB
OF TiliS WRIT OP HABEAS COR-

PUS.
The undersigned, one of tbe committee cn the part cf

the Senate, to whom was referred that portion of the Gov-
ernor's Message touch'ng the repeal of the act of Congress
suependibg the privilege of tha writ of habeas corpus, not
concurring in the views embodied in the resolution submit-
ted by the chairman of that committee, begs leave to sub-
mit the following report :

In this, the very crisis of our destiny, when onr fafe as a
free people bangs tiembling in the balacce, when every
energy, every resource, and entire unanimity among cur
peopie ia indispensably r;qaisite to burl back the present
gigantic, and, as we trust, final assault of the enemy, he
deems tht the paramount doty of this Legislature, with a
view to our speedy independence, is to strengthen the Ex-
ecutive arm, to prov da for supplies and rein.orcementa to
the army, atd to care for the wants of the families of our
soldiers ; and that the introduction of other subjects of le-

gislation at this time, tending to question tha patriotism
and ability of our Confederate rulers and legislators, lead-
ing to debates of a'party r d political character, and enur-
ing to distractions and divisions of sentiment amor g our
people, is unwue, d, impolitic, and fraught with
danger to oar cause. Nor doas fce accept as true, facts
stated in the resolutions. He denies the repeated and maa-ifee- t

infraction of the Constitution by the Congress of the
Confederate States, and has yet to be pointed to a single
instance. If reference be made to the acts tor conscrip-
tion, the ami-substitu- te law, aDd the law for impressments,
the answer is, that the cou-t- i of the country are the only
competent tribunals to decide upon the unconstitutionali-
ty of theee measures ; ard that by every supreme jud cial
tribunal in the States of the Confederacy, in which this
question has beeii tested, these liwa have been declared to
be constitutional. Neither does he admit, as stated in the
second resolution, that tbe act to suspend the privilege o!
the writ of habtas corpus C'othes the Executive wi:n ju-
dicial functioua whirb Cor gr ens cannot consitu
confer even on the judicary itself, and set at naught the
most emphatic and solemn uarautees of tha Constitu-
tion "

The power in Cotgrets to the privilege of the
writ aen in cases of invasion or rebellion, the public safe-
ty may, in its opinio, require it, is indisputable. Jf i; be
comerded that the act in question is uc constitutional for
tha reason that it justifiss ariCbts other than upon judicial
warrants supported by oath or yffiriuaiion, and ia ia riero
gition of some of tho other safeguards of personal 1 bersy
as engrafted npon our Bill cf Rights and ConBlitutionfronj
the Enalifh Magna Charta and Hill of R jrhtn. tho answer
is to beicnod in the fact that these provisions were mrant
1 appiy 10 u nation at peace wrh foreign powera, and io
tho enjoyment of domestic trarquility; and the very grant
ia the same iretrument, the C01 Btitution. of the power cfCongress to suspend the privilrge of. the great writ, car-
ries with it necessarily, and to u'ake.eucb suspension efTet
luil, tne suspension for the time beirg of these personal
yrivilegee. In times of imminent deadly perilto the nation,when ita very existence is jeoDarded, these crd'nary per-
sonal privileges must be sacrificed, atd are made subser-vient and subordinate to the safety and existence of thnation and government. The Executive must be authorizsd to actpromptly: and the imperative cectsfti-ieso- t the
case, the good cf the whole demand that the ordinary for-
malities of the Lw, with its inevitable delay should, for the
crisis, be dispensed with. The suspension oi the privilege
of the writ ia an extraordinary measure extra judicial in
Its character, and to be resorted tt only in cases of direemergency. Its exercise is incompatible with the personal
privileges vouchsafed to the individual in other sections of
the Constitution, and when the emergeEcy aribea these per-
sonal privi'f ges must be suspended.

It is indisputable that in Ecgland, from whence mainly
we derive oar ideas of personal liberty, as embodied in her
Bill of Rights and Magna Charta, during the many and dif-
ferent periods in which the urivileea 01 the writ Kon
suspended, ia the large majority of cases, where arretswere waue, mey were maae Dy military authority or by
warrants issuing from the Home Secretary or other depart-
ments of State by order of the Executive branch of thegovernment, and not by virtue of jadicial warrants sup-
ported by oath or affirmation. The undersigned furtherconstrues the 3d section of the act referred to by whichthe President shall cause proper officers to investigate
the cases of all persons arrested," as a provision for theirbenefit, and to ensure them more speedy discharge if im-
properly detained, than they could otherwise obtain in due
coarse of law.

The undersigned submits that if the third resolution
meaoB anything, it means that in no event, nor under any
possible circumstances, can the suspension of the privilege
of the wr.t of habeas corpus be necessary or jistifiabie.
This impugns the wisdom of the very framers of our con-
stitution, lor if such be the case, whence the propriety or
necessity of makingjan express prevision for its suspension,
by conferring upon Congress the power in certain casea to
suspend it ?

The undersigned understanding that only such portions
of the Governor s message as referred to the act suspend-
ing the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, was referred
to the committee cf which he constituted a part, does not
feel at liberty to consider and report upon the subject mat-
ter of the 4th Resolution, especially as another committee
has been appointed to whom that subject was specially re-
ferred. But in order that bis position may not be misun-aeritoQ- d,

he takei occasion to deny that tia act i'to or


